
 

Cost of Inaction 
By John Foote, Board Chair 
Clackamas County District Attorney 

 

It is estimated that the United States 

spends $258 million each day as a 

direct or indirect result of the abuse and 

neglect of our nationôs children. 
 

When an abused or neglected child does 

not receive support and services, the 

long-term effects can be devastating. 

 

Studies have shown that abused and neglected children are 

less likely to be school-ready and more likely to exhibit 

behavior disorders. There is also evidence to suggest a 

relationship between child maltreatment and delinquency, 

violence, sexual promiscuity, teenage pregnancy, alcohol or 

drug abuse, and suicide attempts. 

 

But there is something we can do now.  

 

We can get kids back to the business of being a kid. Please 

join me in this effort to make our community safe. Please 

consider making a tax-deductible gift to the Childrenôs 

Center this holiday season. 

The Childrenôs Center Medical Director, Dr. Michael Chen, accepting a generous 

donation from Willamette Falls Hospital Foundationôs Childrenôs Endowment Fund. 

Welcome  

Providence Willamette 

Falls Medical Center 

 
Providence Health & Services and 

Willamette Falls Hospital joined 

together on October 1, 2009 to 

create Providence Willamette Falls 

Medical Center. 

 

The affiliation completes a two-

year process of careful 

consideration, due diligence, public 

input, and regulatory approval.  

 

ñThe Childrenôs Center values our 

partnerships with health care 

providers in the community,ò said 

Tonia Hunt, Executive Director. 

ñAnd we are thrilled by this new 

affiliation between two of our 

biggest supporters.ò 
Childrenôs Center Board Chair and Clackamas County District Attorney John Foote (center) presenting Providence 
Health & Services Chief Operations Officer Terry Smith (left) and Providence Milwaukie Hospital Chief Executive 

Officer Theron Park (right) with a quilt from the Childrenôs Center at the 2009 Hope & Healing Breakfast.  



Board of Directors 
 

John Foote, Chair 

       Clackamas County District Attorney 

 

Helen Bicart, Secretary 

       Lake Oswego Police Chief, Retired 

 

Terry Waddell, Treasurer 

       Community Volunteer 

 

Bill Dolan  
       Owner/Creative Director,  

       Spirit Media Inc 

 

Allyson Ford 

       Community Volunteer 

 

Janet Gravdal 

       Attorney, McEwen & Gisvold LLP 

 

Jenn Grimes 

       Marketing Director, Eskel Porter 

 

Sally LeFeber 

       Community Volunteer 

 

Linda Pearce 

       CFO, Warn Industries 

 

Terri Peschka 

       GM of Power Operations,  

       Portland General Electric 

 

Russ Reinhard 

       President, Willamette Falls Hospital 

 

Diane Greenman 

       Community Volunteer 

 

James Resk, MD 

       Pediatrician 

 

Craig Roberts 

       Clackamas County Sheriff 

 

Greg Rogers, CPA 

       Mitchell & Rogers, PC 

 

Congressman Kurt Schrader, DVM 

       United States House of 

 Representatives 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of the Childrenôs Center is to 

support and medically assess  

children who are suspected victims of 

abuse or neglect. 

Business of Being a Kid 
 
Dear Friends, 

 

While checking out at the grocery store this past weekend, 

the checker asked me if work was busy. It seems like such an 

easy question but, as you well know, itôs not easy for me to 

answer.  

 

Yes, work is busy. To most people who understand our role 

in this community, an increase in demand at the Childrenôs 

Center means an increase in child abuse in our community.  

 

Whether or not the numbers show the true depth of the child abuse epidemic in this 

country, it does happen, it does exist, and we need to do our part to make it stop.   

 

When work is busy, I know that a rise in referrals also means a rise in strength from 

the community. It means hurting children have raised their voice with courage and 

hope that they can return to being a child again. It means that an adult stepped up 

and took action. And with your support, it means the Childrenôs Center was there to 

help. 

 

Please consider sending a special year-end, tax deductible donation that will 

directly affect the lives of children who live in this community.  

 

Thank you for all of your incredible support and partnerships, 

Tonia 
Tonia Hunt, Executive Director 

The Childrenôs Center                          2 

Staff Spotlight: Amanda McVay 

Child Interviewer 

 

As a Child Interviewer, Amanda works with the team members and community 

partners through the assessment process to complete a non-leading, neutral, 

information gathering interview of children and assist with making 

recommendations for child safety planning. The interview portion of the medical 

exam is where the child is provided the opportunity to talk about abuse they may 

have experienced.  

 

Amandaôs Voice 

ñMy challenge on a daily basis is to listen to horrifying stories of abuse and appear 

to a child as if nothing they have said is shocking or upsetting. We need children to 

feel safe in order for them to disclose their abuse. And worse yet, I cannot hug them 

and tell them how strong and brave they are and that they did nothing wrong.  

 

I am motivated by the simple opportunity to be often the first person a child can feel 

safe enough to share their painful and often shame-filled stories. My hope is that 

children can use me as a place to ódumpô things they may have been hiding, keeping 

secret or holding onto so they can just be children and not worry about the things 

that have happened in their short past.  

 

Ultimately, when we help children, we also help their parents and caregivers. If we 

can be a childôs óvoiceô to their parents and allow them to understand what their 

child is feeling, we can also be a source for healing. The Childrenôs Center is simply 

the starting point for families to move forward on the road of healing.ò  


